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Kentucky Veteran’s Program Trust Fund 
FY 2020 Annual Report 

 
The Veterans Program Trust Fund was established as part of the Kentucky Vietnam Veterans  
Bonus Act on December 23, 1988 under Kentucky Revised Statute Chapter 40.460.  This report  
provides a list of the present members of the Board of Directors. 
 
During this reporting period, the Trust Fund expended/obligated funds for 24 worthy projects that will 
benefit Kentucky’s veteran population.  This report outlines details concerning each of the Trust 
Fund expenditures for FY 2020. In this fiscal year the Trust Fund Board of Directors approved more 
changes to the application and funding rules.  By refining and expanding the FY 2019 changes, 
these changes have significantly improved the quality of grant proposals and the effectiveness of 
Trust Fund expenditures. 
 
Funding sources include dollars generated by taxpayers who are entitled to an income tax refund 
who may contribute all or a portion of that refund to the Trust Fund through the tax check-off on their 
state income tax form.  The Trust Fund also receives a $5.00 fee that is included in the price of an 
initial or renewal Veterans License Plate.  The Trust Fund gladly accepts tax-deductible contributions 
from individuals, groups or corporations.  This report outlines the amounts received from each of 
these sources. 
 
The Trust Fund began the year with a balance of $108,163.92. Receipts totaled $548,151.71. 

Expenditures during the year totaled $416,979.32. The fiscal year ended with a fund balance, less 
obligations, of $239,336.91 as shown in the financial report on page 6.  Details concerning the       
projects are included in the use of funds section beginning on page 5. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
   
Keith Jackson 
Chair 
Kentucky Veterans Program Trust Fund 
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Kentucky Veterans Program Trust Fund 
 

History and Operation 
 
 

 The Kentucky General Assembly established the Veterans Program Trust Fund (VPTF) 
as part of the Kentucky Vietnam Veterans Bonus Act on December 23, 1988.  The purpose of 
VPTF is to direct funding to projects and programs that help Kentuckyôs veterans but are not 
funded by the state General Fund. 
 
 The VPTF is overseen by a board of directors whose members are appointed by the 
Governor.  The list of members with their affiliations is on page 10.  The VPTF Board of      
Directors meets quarterly to review grant requests. 
 
 The VPTF receives a steady, moderate income from a $5.00 fee that is included in the 
initial purchase price and renewal of Veterans License Plates.   
 
 The VPTF is also a legal recipient of tax-deductible contributions from individuals, 
companies and organizations.  Such contributions may be made through the VPTF check-off 
box on the state income tax form, or directly to the VPTF through personal checks to the   
Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs. The Help a Veteran Every Day (H.A.V. E.)  Program 
encourages citizens to contribute directly to the Veterans Program Trust Fund at any county 
clerk office. In Fiscal Year 2010, KDVA started hosting an on-line donation page for the VPTF, 
allowing individuals to make secure donations by credit card or bank withdrawal. 
 
 Kentuckyôs veterans service organizations have contributed generously to the VPTF 
since its creation and continue to do so. 
 
 Listed below are specific programs/facilities that donors may support via their contribu-
tions: 
 

¶ Homeless Veterans Program 
¶ Women Veteran Programs 
¶ Benefits/Field Operations 
¶ Thomson-Hood Veterans Center (Wilmore) 
¶ Paul E. Patton Eastern Kentucky Veterans Center (Hazard) 
¶ Joseph ñEddieò Ballard Western Kentucky Veterans Center (Hanson) 
¶ Carl M. Brashear Radcliff Veterans Center (Radcliff) 
¶ Kentucky Veterans Cemetery West (Hopkinsville) 
¶ Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central (Fort Knox) 
¶ Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North (Williamstown) 
¶ Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North East (Greenup) 
¶ Kentucky Veterans Cemetery South East (Hyden) 
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Kentucky Veterans Program Trust Fund 
Highlights for FY 2020 (7/1/19 - 6/30/20) 

 
 

 This fiscal year, the Trust Fund board members approved expenditures on 24 worthy 
programs.  Here are some of those programs: 
 
 
1.  Provide tuition and textbook scholarships to soldiers participating in the Advanced        
Manufacturing Career Skills Program at Elizabethtown Community and Technical College - 
$25,000 
 
2.  Help sponsor two Honor Flights taking veterans to Washington, D.C. - $50,000  
 
3.  Help EKU provide emergency funding to student veterans experiencing financial hardship - 
$7,500 
 
4.  Help support the Homeless Veterans Fund emergency funding to prevent veterans from    
becoming homeless - $25,000 
 
5.  Help Kentucky Habitat for Humanity provide home repairs to low-income Kentucky      

Veterans - $20,000 

6. Help Kentucky Veterans train to work in the horse industry in Kentucky - $7,000 
 
7.  Help Awake Ministries complete its Tiny Home Village for veterans in Shelby County - 
$35,000 
 
8.  Help Kentucky Wounded Heroes take veterans on a trip to Alaska - $5,000 
 
 
 
Find more items beginning on Page 11. 
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State Veterans Cemeteries FY20   

Cemeteries Fund (637R)   

    

Fund Balance, Beginning of FY19      $ 72,680.31  

    

Carry forward   

Additional Donations (R802)   $ 162,231.20 

Other Adjustments (R809)                   $ 0 

Interest (R771)        $1,847.93 

    

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS + Carry over    $ 236,759.44 

    

Expenditures      $ 34,903.52 

    

Ending Balance, Ending of FY20    $201,855.92 

INDIGENT VETERANS BURIAL PROGRAM 

 
One of the programs supported by the Veterans Program Trust Fund internal to KDVA, is the  Indigent Veter-

ans Burial Program.  This program administered by KDVAôs Cemeteries Branch Manager, providing funds to 

help cover the cost of funeral arrangements for indigent veterans.   

 

Since its inception in 2008, the Program has spent $114,785.  In the past four years (FY17-FY20), KDVA has 

seen its largest increase in applications through the Program and has provided 129 indigent veterans with hon-

orable and dignified burials at a total cost of $114,785 and at an average cost of $898.80.  As a result, all 129 

indigent veterans received full military burial honors and were interred in one of KDVAôs five state veteransô 

cemeteries or a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs national cemetery located within the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky. 

CEMETERIES TRUST FUND 

 

KRS 40.310(3) authorizes the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs to accept gifts, grants and other con-

tributions and authorizes the Department to administer these funds through  the use of trust and agency ac-

counts.  The Cemeteries Trust Fund is used for the maintenance of cemeteries.  The purpose of this fund is to 

direct funding to cemetery projects and programs but for which other funds are not available.  These funds are 

disbursed throughout Kentuckyôs five State Veterans Cemeteries. 

 

The Cemeteries Fund does not  receive any grants from the Veterans Program Trust Fund.  Donations to the 

Cemeteries Fund are generally made directly to this fund; however, contributions to the Veteran Program 

Trust Fund designated to support Cemetery Operations, will be transferred to the Cemeteries Fund. 
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HOMELESS VETERANS PROGRAM 

 
As of January 2019, Kentucky had an estimated 447 veterans experiencing 
homelessness according to the United States Interagency Council of Homeless-

ness. 

The mission of the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs is to work toward 
the elimination of homelessness and the prevention of the threat of homeless-
ness and its causes in the Commonwealthôs veteran population.   

To aid in the fight the Homeless Veterans Trust Fund provides emergency fi-

nancial assistance to veterans to pay past due rent, utilities and emergency shel-

and emergency shelter.  The fund can pay $350.00 for veterans with discharge under conditions other than 
dishonorable that meet income restrictions.  Veterans must make application and provide proof of immediate 

need in the form of a past due bill or eviction notice along with a copy of a DD-214. 

The homeless veteran program administrator works closely with USDVA HUD/VASH programs in Louis-
ville and Lexington KY, Marion IL, Nashville TN, Cincinnati OH, and Huntington WV.  Additional partners 
throughout the state are the Supportive Services for Veterans and Families (SSVF) and the Homeless Veter-

ansô Reintegration Program (HVRP).  The Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs Homeless Veterans pro-
gram partners with these agencies to pay for emergency shelter and security deposits for rental and utilities 
for qualifying veterans.   

The Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs is also involved with construction projects providing safe 

housing for homeless veterans. 

Operation Victory: Homes for Homeless Heroes in Louisville is a coalition of local businesses and communi-
ty organizations that come together to restore vacant properties to provide permanent housing for deserving 
veterans.   

Awake Ministries in Shelbyville: Veteranôs Village consisting of 6 tiny homes and a community center is in 
the initial phase with additions that will provide temporary housing with the hope of long-term success.   

The Veteranôs Club of Louisville Camp Restoration will have 25 units, a community center and offices made 

out of shipping containers located on Dixie Highway near Stuart Avenue.  

The Homeless Veterans Trust Fund is funded primarily through grants from the Veteranôs Program Trust 
Fund.  In FY 2020, it received $115,000.00.  Additional sources of revenue come from generous individual 
contributions totaling $2,998.41.   

Special Thanks to corporate donations made by Coldwell Banker McMahan for $20,115.00 to help fight vet-

eran homelessness in Kentucky. 
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The Homeless Veteran Trust Fund is not limited to helping veterans obtain emergency housing.  The Trust 
Fund also provides emergency financial assistance to veterans in danger of losing their homes.  Veterans can 

obtain the assistance for up to $350 to pay utilities (electric, gas, or water) or past-due rent.   

HOMELESS VETERANS TRUST FUND 

FY20 Milestones  
 

Total Assistance Paid Out                     $123,638.96* 
Average Per Veteran                                          $339.66 
 
Veterans Assisted With Housing                                      220 
Veterans Assisted With Utilities                           30 
Veterans Given Emergency Shelter                                  14 
Total Veterans Assisted                                            364 
 
Donation for Volunteers of America Stand-down                  $ 500.00 
Total Expenditures                                            $124,138.96* 

Homeless Veterans Trust Fund  

FY 2020 Final Report  
  

FY20 Beginning Balance           27,673.38  

  
  

Revenue   

VPTF Transfers         115,000.00  

Donations             2,998.41  

Interest                226.17  

TOTAL REVENUE         118,224.58  

  
  

Expenditures   

EXP ERROR                180.00  

GAS               (837.78) 

ELECTRIC          (28,435.52) 

WATER/SEWER            (4,618.65) 

RENT/TEMP SHELTER          (87,364.66) 

INSURANCE               (399.35) 

TRASH REMOVAL                 (33.00) 

OTHER               (500.00) 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES*        (122,008.96) 

*Due to returned funds and certain administrative fees, the Total Assistance Paid Out and FY20 Expenditures will not match.  
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Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans Program Trust Fund Board Members 

(as of June 30, 2020) 

b!a9   hwD!bL½!¢Lhb   ¢9wa 9·tLw!¢Lhb 

     

Keith L. Jackson  KDVA  As Commissioner 

Dean E. Stoops  KDVA  As Deputy 

Col. Frederic Bates  National Guard  Ex-Officio 

M. Blaine Hedges  GAB  Ex-Officio 

David C. Rummler  JECVO  July 15, 2020 

Vacant  AMVETS  July 15, 2019 

David C. Jarrett  DAV  July 15, 2022 

Carl J. Kaelin  VFW  July 15, 2020 

Randall A. Fischer  American Legion  July 15, 2022 

Carla A. Raisler  At-Large  July 15, 2020 

Carlos Pugh  At-Large  July 15, 2020 
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Veterans Program Trust Fund Board of Directors 
September 18, 2019  Meeting Minutes Excerpts 

 

 The following requests for funds were presented: 

Elizabethtown Community and Technical College  - $25,000 

Provide tuition and textbook scholarships to soldiers participating in the Advanced Manufacturing 

Career Skills Program. 

  Board voted to approve $25,000. 

 

Veterans  Club Inc. - $15,000 

 Support equine therapy program for veterans. 

  Board voted to approve $10,000. 

 

2019 Louisville Veterans Parade - $18,000 

 Parade production, massing of the colors and static displays. 

  Board voted to approve $15,000. 

 

Lady Veterans Connect - $25,000 

 Week of Valor activities. 

  Board voted to approve  $12,000. 

 

Eastern Kentucky University Office of Military and Veterans Affairs - $7,500 

 Establish and EKU Student Veteran Emergency Fund. 

  Board voted to approve $7,500. 

 

American Legion Post 203  $50,000 

 Present a memorial to honor the 31 Covington residents who were lost in the Vietnam War. 

  Board voted to approve  $10,000. 

 

Homeless Veterans Trust Fund - $40,000 

 Support emergency funding program to keep veterans from becoming homeless. 

  Board voted to approve $40,000. 
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Veterans Program Trust Fund Board of Directors 
January 8, 2020  Meeting Minutes Excerpts 

 

 The following requests for funds were presented: 

Kentucky Habitat for Humanity, Inc. - $40,000  

Home repairs to low-income Kentucky veterans. 

     Board voted to approve $20,000 .   

 

Honor Flight Kentucky - $75,000 

Co-sponsorship for three 2020 Honor Flight missions. 

      Board voted to approve $25,000.   

 

Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame - $25,000 

Honor Kentucky veterans with introduction event and gala dinner. 

      Board voted to approve $15,000 of this request.   

 

American Legion Kinne-Slaven Post 115 - $10,000 

  Build a monument to honor Wilburn K Ross, Kentucky WWII Medal of Honor recipient. 

 Board voted to approve $10,000. 

 

Homeless Veterans Trust Fund - $30,000 

Support emergency fund to prevent veterans from becoming homeless. 

 Board voted to approve  $30,000. 

 

American Legion Post 88 Honor Guard - $10,000 

Purchase uniforms and van for transporting members to funerals. 

    Board voted to approve $10,000. 

 

Honor Flight Bluegrass - $15,000 

Bring WWII -B-25 Bomber to Louisville for ceremony and dinner honoring WWII veterans. 

 Board voted to approve  $15,000. 

 

HorseSensing, Inc. - $7,000 

Train veterans in Shelby County to work in the horse industry in Kentucky. 

 Board voted to approve $7,000. 

 

Honor Flight Bluegrass - $25,000 

Sponsor cost of Honor Flight from Louisville to DC for Kentucky veterans. 

 Board voted to approve $25,000. 
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Veterans Program Trust Fund Board of Directors 
April 15, 2020  Meeting Minutes Excerpts 

 
 The following requests for funds were presented: 

Awake Ministries  - $75,000 
 Provide HVAC, plumbing and electric for Tiny Homes Veterans Village Community House and   
 Multipurpose Building in Shelbyville.  
  Board voted to approve $35,500. 
 
Bowman Field Foundation - $30,000          
 Host festival honoring veterans.        
  Board voted to approve $15,000.  
 
Cave Run Area Habitat for HumanityñAppalachian Veterans Project -$10,000 
 Build a 768-square-foot home for a homeless veteran in Morgan Funding to support the installation of  
 the National World War I Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
  Board voted to approve $1,300 
 
Friends of the Lexington Kentucky Fisher House - $50,000 
 Complete facility construction for families of veterans being treated at VAMC campuses in Lexington.  
  Board voted to approve $50,000. 
 
Kentucky Wounded Heroes, Inc. - $12,000 
 Sponsor Wounded Heroes trip to Alaska.  
  Board voted to approve $5,000 of request. 
 
Marshall County Veterans Support Group - $35,000 
 Purchase wheel-chair accessible van to transport veterans to medical appointments.  
  Board voted to approve $15,000. 
 
Spirit of Sophia - $5,000 
 Sponsor scholarships for women veterans to attend a retreat.  

  Board voted to approve $2,625. 
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VPTF Board Chair Office 
Office of the Commissioner 
1111 Louisville Road, Suite B 
Frankfort, Kentucky  40601 
Phone   : (502) 564-9203 
FAX      : (502) 564-9240 
www.veterans.ky.gov 

 

 


